The impact of inflammation on neurocognition and risk for psychosis: a critical review.
Neurocognitive difficulties are highly prevalent among people with schizophrenia and have been linked to increased inflammation, as well as dysfunction and disability. Poor neurocognitive functioning has also been documented in individuals at clinical high risk for psychosis (CHR) and a burgeoning literature point to alterations in inflammation markers in this population. However, there is limited information regarding the putative link between inflammation and neurocognition in CHR individuals, and the potential role of inflammation in the development of cognitive difficulties and psychosis. As previous reports indicate that early treatment in schizophrenia is associated with better outcomes, there is an urgent need to identify neurobiological mechanisms underlying cognitive deterioration and psychosis in CHR individuals to provide them with care prior to significant cognitive and functional declines. To address this gap in the literature, we review and summarize the relevant literatures on inflammation and neurocognitive dysfunction in schizophrenia and CHR individuals, point to remaining gaps, and suggest directions for future research.